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PUNJAB MARKET COMMITTEE REGULATIONS, 2021

N(‘“iﬁc?tio.n No DR (DRI 4R /a2 In exercise of powers conferred on it by SCFﬁO“ 30!
of the Punjab Agricultural Marketing Regulatory Authority Act, 2018 the Punjab Agriculturd
Marketing Regulatory Authority is pleased to make the following Regulations:

PART-IGENERAL

SHORT TITLE, COMMENCEMENT AND APPLICATION: :

(1) These Regulations may be called “The Punjab Market Committces
Regulations, 2021".

(2)  They shall extend to whole Province of the Punjab.

(3)  They shall come into force at once. However, the provisions relating to e

determined rate of market fee shall take effect from such date as the Authority
may notify.

2. DEFINITIONS:

(1) In these Regulations, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context: - ‘

(a)  “Broker” means a person (not being a private servant) usually
employed on commission to arrange for or enter into contracts on
behalf of others for purchase or sale of agricultural produce.

(b)  “Chairman” means the Chairman of the Punjab Agricultural Marketing
Regulatory Authority; : '

(¢  “Chairman, Market Committee” means the Chairman Market
Committee elected under section 15B (5) of the Act;

+(d)  “Competent Authority” means the Competent Authority designated
under the Act, Rules or the Regulations and shall include an Authority
to whom certain powers have been delegated under the Rules or
Regulations; ;

() “Director of Agricylture (Economics & Marketing)” means the
Director of Agricylture (Ecenomics & Marketing), Punjab;

® “Director of Agricultural Marketing Development Fund” means the

- Director of Agricultural Marketing Development Fund of the
Authority;

(g)  “Extra Assistant Director of Agriculture (Economics & Marketing)”
means the Extra Assistant Director of Agriculture (Economics & -
Marketing) of the Agriculture ‘Department (Marketing Wing),
Gevt.Government of the Punjab;

(h)  “Secretary Market Committee” means the secretary of the market
committee concerned; :

() “Grockist” means & commercial wholesaler who undertakes to maintain
stock of a specified Agricultural Produce at or above a certain
minimum level in return for favorable buying terms and complies with
the limits of stocks authorized by the Authority; and

G)  “Trader” means an individual who is not a “pharria” but engaged in the
sale and purchase of agricultural produce on his own account in the
market; .

(2 An cxpression used but not defined in the Regulations shall have the same meaning as
is assigned to it under the Act. '
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PART-IIMARKET COMMITTEES

ESTABLISHMENT OF MARKET COMMITTEES AND ITS
CLASSIFICATION:

)

@

@A)

)

(%)

(6)

The Authority may establish a separate market committee for a public market
having throughput of 125,000 tons or more per annum as A-class market
committee and a market having throughput of 75,000 tons or more but less
than 125,000 tons per annum as a B-class market committee and the markets
having throughput less than 75,000 tons per annum as C-class market
commiliee.

Provided that the classification shall be subject to provision of standard

of status, infrastructure and level of services to be mandatorily provided under
the requisite classification, as prescribed through these Regulations.
The Authority may club two or more markets having throughput of less than
35000 tons per annum or seem not financially viable for making a separate
market committee, with A-class or B-class market committee for management
purpose.

Provided that two or more financially unviable markets may also be
clubbed for making a separate C-class market committee.

Provided further that objections and suggestions shall be invited and
considered while formulating the proposal under this Regulation by the
Authority.

The Extra Assistant Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing)
concerned shall estimate throughput and income per annum of a public market
and submit the same to the authority through the Director of Agriculture
(Economics & Markeung) for the purpose of establishment of a market
committee.

The Authority may at any time by notification declare its intention to exclude
any clubbed market for the purpose of establishing a new market cqmmittee
for the said market or the Authority may determine the class of any already
established Market Committee afresh on the basis of average annual
throughput of its Market(s). In doing so, procedure laid down in clause (1)
shall be followed. ,

Notwithstanding the above, the Authority may for the interest of growers, also
establish Market Committee, where it requires to establish a new Public
Market or rehabilitate any of the Public Market lying non-functional or
partially functioning, subject to specnfymg its status, source of income and
requirements of staff.

The Authority may consider extending loans and stipulate condition for the
same, to a Market Committee, in special circumstances, if it deems appropriate
for the purposes of establishing 8 new market or execution of necessary
development work of existing public market.

PERSONS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP:
No person shall be appomted as a member of a market committee, who:

(a) is aminor, or

(b) is unsound mind; or

(c) isadjudged an undischarged insolvent; or

(d) has been found guilty of any offense by a court of competent
jurisdiction, for violation of any provisions of the Act, Rules,
Regulations or Bye-laws, or of misappropriation or criminal breach of
trust or cheating or any other offence involving moral turpitude or
abetment of or attempt to commit such-offence.
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Provided that this disqualification will not opgrﬂl:(;‘;l :ep’::nr\‘:éiscd
three years has elapsed since the t:xpirtgif of the term of €
on any person in respect of any such offence; or ; Act
(d) defaulter of any fee, rate, dues etc., liable to be paid under the Act,
Rules, Regulations or Bye-laws; or -
(¢) hasserved in any capacity in the same market commiticts "
(f)  has directly or indirectly any share or interest in any contract with the
market committee; or 3 acres of
(g) a grower with land holding or tenancy of less than 3 @

agricultural land.

s APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF MARKET COMMITTEE:

(M)

@

(©))

The Authority shall notify schedule for appointment of members of market
committee and election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the purposé of
constituting a market committee. )
The Extra Assistant Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing)
concerned shall approach the concerned forumsspeciﬁed under the Act, for
collection of names of person to be nominated as members of a market
committee and shall submit the consolidated list of names to the Director of
Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) Punjab.

Provided that registered associations  of commission agents
&wholesalers of the market concerned, for which a market committee is to be
constituted, shall be entitled to nominate their representatives for each
category of member(s) registered as commission agents or wholesalers with
the Market Committee and the name of registered market worker shall be
nominated by the Market Committee concerned.

Provided further that in case there are more than one registered
association, the nominee must be the consensus choice of all the registered
association. However, in case such consensus is not arrived at, all the
registered associations shall nominate their representatives, whereupon the
Authority shall nominate the requisite members out of all such nominees,
deemed suitable by it.

Provided further that concerned forum shall nominate grower members
having from those who are residents and own or hold tenancy or lease of
-agricultural land in the Tehsil concerned.

Provided further that no person shall hold the membership of morc

than one market committee at the same time.

- The Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) shall after making

necessary scrutiny of the list of the names, forward the panel of names to the
Authority for notification of appointment as members of the market
committee. '

Provided that if nomination of any forum is not received within the
prcscribcd period the Authority subject to the provision of Section 15B(a) of
the Act shall have the power to nominate any relevant person to become a
member of the market committee on interim basis, the decision of the
Authority in this regard shall be final.

Provided further that il nomination of the member of any forum is
received later on within a period of six months the interim member shall be
replaced by him. Otherwise, interim member shall continue as a pcl‘n\"—)ncnl
member of the Market Committee. :

Provided further that in case a dispute arises in a forum, regarding
nomination of a member, the Authority shall be the sole arbitrmo; ; b‘ti m.{-.
the dispute, whose decision shall be final and binding on all the partic(; resolve
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(4)

)

(6)

o

@®)

9)

M

@)
3

4)

&)

©6)

Q)
@®)

The notification issued under clause (3) shall be communicated to the
members appointed and its copy shall be exhibited at the office of the market
committee for information o general public. g

The Authority may at any time after providing him opportunity of being heard
remove any member, if such member has in its opinion, been guilty of
misconduct including non-compliance of any order or direction of the
Government or the Authority or any officer of the Authority, false statement,
forgery, misuse of power and neglect of duty or has been wrongly and
improperly appointed or has lost the qualification on the strength of which he
was appointed.

If any question arises as to whether any person is or is not a grower or has
ceased to be a grower for the purposes of this Act,a fresh report shall be
sought through Deputy DirectorAgriculture(Extension)of ~ the
concernedDistrict and Director of Agriculture (E&M) shall furnish his
recommendation to the Authority after providing a hearing to such grower.

No person related to each other as father, son, brother, uncle, brother-in-law,
son-in-law and their immediate ascendants and descendants, -shall be
appointed as a member of the same Market Committee.

A person may be eligible to be nominated as a member of Market Committee
for two consecutive termsbut shall not be nominated thereafter unless two
conseculive terms have expired before such election.

No act done by a Market Committee shall be.called in question-on the ground

merely of the existence of any. vacancy, or any defect in.the constitution of the
Market Committee. i

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN:

The market committee. at its: first meeting 'shall elect a chaicman and vice-
chairman. For this purpose, the meeting shall be called under the orders of the
Authority, by the Deputy Commissioner.The meeting shall be presided over
by the Deputy Commissioner himself, or by an officer not below the rank of
BS-18 appointed by him in this behalf.
For such a meeting, the quorum shall not be less than two-third of the existing
strength of membership of the market committee.
A candidate for the office of the chairman or vice-chairman shall be a grower
member with minimum qualification of matriculation from a recognized
Board or equivalent,who shall be proposed in the meeting by one member and
seconded by another, and the names of all candidates so proposed and
seconded, shall be read out by the officer presiding over the meeting.
If there is only one candidate, he shall be declared elected unopposed.
However,in case there are more than one candidate,the election shall be held
through show of hands and the candidate obtaining majority votes of the
members present in the meeting shall be declared successful.
The presiding officer shall count the votes, and declare the member, who
secures majority of votes, to be a chairman, or vice-chairman, as the case may
c.
?n the event of a tie betweeh two or more candidates, the presiding officer
shall, there and then, draw lots in the presence of the members present, and the
person whose name is drawn first shall be declared elected:
The presiding officer shall forthwith issue the election result,whereupon, the
chairman and the vice-chairman shall assume their respective offices.
The presiding officer of the meeting shall also record the proceedings of the
election in the minute book of the market.committee and send a copy thereof
along with the election result, to the. Director General for publication of the
election result in the Official Gazeite.
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DUTIES AND POWERS OF A CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN: ¥
(1) The Chairman shall exercise his abilities to achieve the objective of the
Market Committee, in accordance with the provisions of the Act, rules,
regulations and byelaws framed thereunder; y hall:
(2)  The Chairman shall be the chief executive of the market committee and shall,
(a)  Preside over the meetings of the Market Commitiee; &k
(b)  Ensure that the business at a meeting is conducted in accordance wit
law, rules and regulations; and
(©) Perform such other functions as the Market Committee may delegate to
the Chairman. . .
(3)  The Chairman shall, forthwith report the death of any member of the Market
Committee to the Authority, which shall take necessary steps to get the
vacancy filled up in accordance with law.
(4)  The Chairman shall also bring into the notice of the Authority any fa.ct, f oo
or disqualification, which in his opinion debars a member from continuing as
such or of any member who rendered resignation of his membership.

. (5)  The Chairman may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, delegate any of his

duties to any of the members, generally or for such period as may be
determined by him:

Provided that if the chairman is continuously absent from his office !'or
15 days or more on account of illness or in any other circumstances remains
unable to perform his duties, the vice-chairman shall act in place of the

chairman, with all his powers and be responsible for all the duties of the
chairman.

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP AND FILLING UP OF CASUAL
VACANCIES:
(1)  Membership of a market committee shall terminate:
(a) When the term for which the appointment has been made
expires; or
(b) bydeath;or
(¢) by acceptance of resignation tendered under clause (2) infra; or
(d) by becoming subject to any one of the disqualifications
mentioned in Regulations supra; or G

(¢) by removal under Rules or these Regulations, by an order of the
Authority; or’

(f) by transfer or retirement in case of Government servants; or
® if a member fails to attend three meetings of the market
committee consecutively without reasonable and good cause.

(2)  Any member of the market committee may resign from his office by tendering
resignation in writing to the Authority, which shall become effective on the
expiry of fifteen days from the date of such resignation unless within the said
period of fifteen days he withdraws the resignation in writing, addressed to the
Authority. bl

(3)  The Authority shall issue notification of vacancy of the seat for the purposes
of filling up the same in case the resignation is not withdrawn within fifteen
days from the submission thefeof.

(4)  The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the r_narket committee may resign from
their respective officesin the manner provided under section 15B (12) of the
Act.

(5)  The vacant scat shall be filled by the Authority in the same manner as the
original appointment was made under the Act.
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